
Experience the 

Magic of Christmas
24 November to 16 December 2012 
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From the elegant decorations and music in the 

House, to festive food, gifts and audiences 

with Father Christmas, there is something for 

everyone this Christmas at Castle Howard.

The magnificent Christmas trees and festive 

twigs, decked with hundreds of baubles and 

lights, lead the way through this enchanting 

family home. Enjoy the dramatic 18th century 

interiors, beautifully lit by fire and candlelight, 

transformed in spectacular style by The Hon 

Simon and Mrs Howard.

After experiencing the magic of the House, relax 

with delicious homemade festive food in our 

restaurant and cafés. Enjoy a choice of seasonal 

soup and sandwiches, a traditional Christmas 

lunch, or indulgent winter specials to take away.

Explore, Shop, Eat and 
be Merry this Christmas

Allow plenty of time to enjoy Christmas 

shopping in the House Gift Shop and Courtyard, 

picking up charming gifts for friends and family 

whilst soaking up the festive atmosphere.

Children will love a trip to Castle Howard with 

Geoffrey the Lion’s special house trail, rides on 

the Christmas Express to the Lakeside Adventure 

Playground and a fireside audience with Father 

Christmas (pre-book). It will be a magical 

experience they will never forget.

With all this, plus daily live musical performances 

from classical to jazz, and choirs to soloists,  

a visit to Castle Howard will make your family 

Christmas all the more special.



An Audience with Father Christmas

Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 November

Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 December

Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 December

Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 December

There is no better way to capture the 
excitement of this special time of year  
for little ones than by meeting Father 
Christmas. You can join him and his wizard 
friend at the fireplace for festive stories, 
singing and magic tricks. Tickets cost £10.00 
per child (up to 12 years) which includes 
admission, a personalised invitation,  
a gift appropriate to each child’s age  
and opportunities for photographs.  
Each session will last for approximately  
30 minutes. Children must be accompanied  
by paying adults. Pre-book online at  
www.castlehoward.co.uk

Christmas Party Nights
Friday 7 and Friday 14 December

Celebrate the festive season in style with your friends and family by joining us 
for a Christmas Party Night. Meet us by the magnificent Great Hall Christmas 
tree for champagne and canapés at 7pm and a candlelit tour of the South Front 
Rooms. You will then be taken to the Long Gallery to enjoy a delicious three 
course meal, followed by dancing in the Grecian Hall until midnight. Tickets cost 
£48.50 per person. Visit www.castlehoward.co.uk for more details.

A Christmas to Remember



Courtyard Markets
Our popular Christmas 
Markets return with over 
20 stalls selling a mix of 
handmade crafts and 
delicious local produce. 

Perfect for Christmas Shopping

Leave the crowded high street behind and discover an excellent range of gifts 
for your friends and family at the Courtyard. Free admission to shops and cafés.  
Open daily from 10am to 5pm.

Carriage House Shop
With beautiful gifts for the home, choose from hand painted china and decorations 
to vintage style cushions and cosy blankets at the Carriage House Shop.

Bookshop
Explore our range of fiction and non-fiction books as well as a great selection  
of toys, games and stationery for children.

Farm Shop
Discover tasty Yorkshire produce, gift food hampers, handmade chocolates and 
local beers and wine. The range of local and Estate reared meat will bring an 
extra special touch to any Christmas celebration. 

Garden Centre
Choose from Estate grown Christmas trees, handmade wreaths, seasonal plants 
and decorations, plus a range of presents for green fingered friends and family.

Courtyard Café and Coffee Shop
Relax and enjoy a delicious choice of homemade seasonal dishes at the Courtyard 
Café, or simply ‘take out’ great tasting coffee, patisseries and sandwiches at the 
Coffee Shop.

Christmas Craft and Produce Markets

Sunday 25 to Tuesday 27 November

Sunday 2 to Tuesday 4 December

Sunday 9 and Monday 10 December

Open 10am to 4pm – free admission



Contact us
Telephone: 01653 648333
Email: house@castlehoward.co.uk
Website: www.castlehoward.co.uk
Castle Howard, York, YO60 7DA
15 miles north-east of York,  
just off the A64

Group Visits
Pre-book a group visit (Monday to Saturday only) 
and receive discounted admission, plus free entry 
for the group leader and coach driver. Groups  
can also pre-book a private Christmas lunch in the 
Grecian Hall (weekdays only). Visit the website 
for details or telephone 01653 648621.

Admission Information
Open daily between Saturday 24 November  
and Sunday 16 December 2012 from 10am  
(House opens at 11am, last entry 4pm).

Garden Centre, Farm Shop, Courtyard Gift Shops 
and Cafés open daily from 10am with free 
admission and parking.

Ticket Prices
Adult £13.00, Concession £11.00, Children 5 to 
16 years £7.50 (under 5s free). An Audience with 
Father Christmas £10.00 per child (pre-book 
online – please see inside for details).

Access for All 
Ramped pathways and entrances, plus a 
wheelchair lift (manual chairs only) provide access 
to the first floor rooms which are decorated for 
Christmas. Other facilities include designated 
parking, hearing loop, wheelchair loan and 
transport between the house and ticket office. 
Assistance dogs are welcome.


